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Relevance of the topic of the qualification work. Sustainable business models,
once a peripheral concept in strategic management, have now become central to
enterprise resilience and long-term competitiveness, especially in the context of post-
pandemic recovery. The COVID-19 crisis has exposed the fragility of traditional linear
growth models and accelerated the shift toward sustéinability—oriented strategies. Ye
Jianfu’s dissertation, "Management of China's Post—Péndemic Sustainable Business
Models", addresses this urgent global issue by offering a comprehensive framework
for understanding and managing sustainable business transformations in a complex,
cross-cultural, and post-crisis environment. The study is particularly relevant as it
integrates  benchmarking management, circular ‘economy principles, and digital
transformation into a unified mode! tailored to China’s unique institutional and
economic context. The dissertation also contributes to the international discourse on
inclusive growth and green development, offering practical insights for enferprises
participating in global value chains and the Belt and Road Initiative (P. 5-34).

The dissertation is embedded within several strategic research frameworks,
including the international project “European Inclusive Circular Economy: Post- War
and Post-Pandemic Module for Ukraine” (.Erasmusﬁ- Jean Monnet Module,
Registration No. 101085640), and the national research project “Enterprise Sustainabie
Business Model Transformation in Global Value Chaiﬁ Restructuring” (Registration
No. 2(')23—IN'I'-089). These affiliations underscore the study’s alignment wi.tﬁ
contemporary global challenges and its contribution to both academic and policy-

oriented dialogues.



The degree of validity and reliability of scientific provisions, conclusions
and recommendations

The scientific propositions, conclusions, and recommendations presented in the
dissertation are methodologically robust and empirically grounded. The study
effectively combines theoretical frameworks from stakeholder theory, circular
economy, ecological economics, and complex systems theory. It employs a mixed-
methods approach, integrating quantitative data analysis (.., principal compenent
analysis, AHP, structural equation modeling) with quﬁl'it.étiv'e case studies and éxpert
consultations. The author uses ihternalionail'\} ’re»connized datasets (World Bank,
UNDP, China’s National Bureau of Statistics) and conducts field research on Belt and
Road projects, enhancing the credibility and generalizability of the findings (P. 35-70).

The dissertation introduces a multi-dimensional evaluation system comprising
42 indicators across ' five dimensions: economic sustainability, environmental
sustainability, social sustainability, innovation drive, and ‘Belt and Road Sp'ecia‘l
indicators. These indicators are normalized and weighted using a hierarchical-entropy
method, ensuring objectivity and adaptabiiitj}. The 'r'ftﬁpiric"al :validation'thmugi‘l the
China-Lads Railway case study further stré'ngfl'se-né-‘l’ie reliability of the p_rop:;séd
;'no"(!e[', demonsirating its applicability in reai-worid transnational infrastructuce
projects (P. 87-113). : |
Content and structure of the dissertation

The dissertation is logicélly structured und thé lmllcullv coherent. It consists of
an intreduction, three main chapters, a conclusion, references, and appendlc‘;s Chapter
| establiches the theoretical and methiodological foundatiosis of sustainable business
model m"f.mﬁs"r'emen't; Chapter 2 presents the ev%ilumon :.f stemi and empirical 'na'l",w-"sss
of China”s pnsr [Jandemu. sustainable business modcu, including regional ard secto i
assedsrents. hd])["l 3 focuses on the Belt and Road Initiative, identifying
myp }emc ntation t,nallenrres and propbsing a new bem:lnrxdr '\ma model. The strugture
facilivates a nrogressive understanding of ihe topic, fiom theory to practice, and from

dom c-f'u 16 international applications.
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The author develops a three-dimensional spatial model to visualize the evolution
of sustainable business models, using economic, environmental, and social indicators
as axes. This model effectively captures the dynamic nature of Sustainability transitions
and allows for comparative analysis across regions and industries. The trajectory
analysis reveals that while eastern coastal provinces in China lead in sustainable
development, central and western regions are catching up through targeted policy
interventions and green investments (P. 114-135).

The dissertation also provides a detailed case study of the China-Laos Railway,
illustrating how sustainable business models can be operationalized in cross-border
infrastructure projects. The case demonstrates significant improvements across all five
evaluation dimensions, with the composite score rising from 0.41 in 2021 to 0.89 in
2024, reflecting a successful transition from exploratory to mature sustainability
practices (P. 136-150).

Scientific novelty of the results of the dissertation work

The dissertation makes several original contributions to the field of sustainable
business model management:

~ For the first time, a comprehensive evaluation system is developed that inte-
grates post-pandemic resilience, digital transformation, and cross-cultural adapt-
ability into sustainable business model assessment, specifically tailored to Chi-
nese enterprises and Belt and Road contexts,

~ A three-dimensional spatial model is construcied to visualize and analyze the
évo!utibilary paths of sustainable business models, énabiing dynal‘nic track’iiig
and benchmarking across regions and industries.

— A “Three-Phase Dynamic Benchmarking Model” (diagnosisv-adapt.';ition---im‘u_»-
vation) is proposed, offering a I'Cp!icabié framework for enterprises to optimize
their :suslainability strategies through im'ematirm'él best practices and {ocal adap-
tation.

- The S[Lid}’ enriches stakeholder collaboration tl._iec‘n'y iay introducing a cross-cul-
tural value co-creation 'mec'l'ia-hism._ enhancing the stability and inclhsivéness of

sustainable business modeis in transnational prejects.



— The dissertation advances the theory of circular economy integration by Iink.ing
it with digital technologies and inclusive growth strategies, providing a trinity
model of “digital empowerment—green develbpment—inclusive growth” (P. 151-
175). | | |

Theoretical and practical significﬁnce of the results obtained

The dissertation significantly expands the theoretical foundation of sustainable
business model management by integrating multi-disciplinary perspectives and
developing context-specific evaluation tools. It enhances the understanding of how
enterprises can balance economic, environmental, and social objectives in a post-crisis,
cross-border environment. The study also contributes to the benchmarking literature
by introducing a dynamic, culturally sensitive adaptation framework that goes beyond
static performance comparisons.

Practically, the dissertation offers actionable insights for enterprises,
policymakers, and international cooperation agencies. It provides a toolkit for
diagnosing sustainability gaps, designing targeted interventions, and monitoring
progress over time. The Belt and Road case studies offer replicable models for
infrastructure, energy, and manufacturing projects seeking to align with SDGs and
ESG standards. The study also informs government policies on green finance,
industrial upgrading, and regional development (P. 176—190).

Complétcness of reflection of the main provisions of the dissertation in the

works published by the author

“The core findings of the dissertation have been disseminated through 8 peer-
reviewed publications, including 5 articles in Ukrainian scientific journais indexed in
international databases and 3 conference proceedings. These publications cover key
aspects of the dissertation, such as the evaluation system, Belt and Road investment

strategies, and digital-green integration models. The author has also presented the

research at multiple  international conferences, ensuring academic visibility and
scholarly engagement.
The dissertation is an independent scientific work. All results and analyses are

original and conducted by the author. Where co-authored publications are referenced,
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only the contributions directly attributable to the applicant have been included, in line
with academic integrity standards. '
Assessment of dissertation structure, language and style of presentation

The dissertation consists of an introductioh, three ch'aptefs,. a conclusion and a
list of references. | :

The dissertation is written in business English with a scientific style of
presenting its content, is characterized by integrity, semantic completeness, logical
sequence of the issues considered, accuracy of the use of special terminology, clarity,
clarity and objectivity of presentation of research materials.

~ Absence (presence) of violation of zcademic integrity

The text of the dissertation has been c‘nec};éd for the presence of textual
borrowings by Turnitin Similarity. According to the results of ‘the inspection, the
absence of textual borrowings without propel"l'et‘efcnéé to the source was found and it
was found that Ye Jianfu dissertation on the topic: “Management of China’s Post
Pandemic Sustainable Business Model” corresponds to the principles of academic
infegrity.

Remarks on the work and its debitable provisions

The fotlowing should be attributed io the oi‘iOﬂLOl'ﬂll"L,S and remarks oi a
debalable nature: . |

Whiie the dissertation is comprehonswe and metho‘_.olnolc'xlly sound, a few
arcas wairant further clarification: s ' '
| 1. Indicator Selection and Weighting: How I‘cli.'ies'thé author ensure that the 42
indicators are ‘;n:tn exhaustive and mutually exclusive and what measures were taken

1o avold over 1rf)-a>5e11mt10n oi certain dimensions (f, g wir’ ic'vs. social). (P. 55
Ty W, A P ' |

2 amzvc Correlation: While the stuay 'f‘r‘nuﬁ-* strong correlations {e.g..
t:e!.we.én environmental é‘.c}m'bliaruid and ROD, how “does” it address potential
Eliddgérié‘it}? 'or u“fu se causality in aross-bor de'; 1.1\*f:stmcnt coniexts. (P. 90--93)
3. Cultutal -‘qener-_—_mzabmty: The modez 15 tested primm*ily in Southeast Asiﬁ

and Central/Eastein Etrope. How can it be adapted for regions with significantly



different institutional or cultural contexts, such as Sub-Saharan Africa or Latin
America. (P. 160-170)

4, Scalability of the Benchmarking Model: While the Three-Phase Model
shows promising results in pilot projects, what are the main barriers to scaling it across
SMEs or non-infrastructure sectors. (P. 171-180) '

5. Policy Implementation Risks: The recommendations assume a supportive
policy environment. How might the model perform under geopolitical tensions,
protectionist policies, or regulatory instability? (P. 181-190)

It should be noted that these remarks are of a clarifying nature and do not
underestimate the positive assessment of Ye Jianfu's dissertation.

General conclusion and assessment of the qualification work

Ye Jianfu's dissertation entitled “Management of China's Post-Pandemic
Sustainable Business Models” represents a scholarly work of exceptional merit that
stands as an independent, tiniely, and academically rigorous contribution to
contemporary management science. The dissertation skillfully addresses a critical
global challenge at the intersection of pandemic recovery, sustainability
transformation, and international business development. Through meticulous research
methodology and innovative analytical frameworks, it delivers significant theoretical
and practical contributions that advance our understanding across multiple fieids,
including sustainable development, international business strategy, and strategic
management practices in cross-cultural contexts. The study distinguishes itself through
its methodologicaily sound approach, empirically rich dataset spanning mulitiple years
and regions, and policy-relevant insights that bridge theoretical concepts with real-
world applications. The research not only meets but exéecds the highest standards
expected of doctoral research, providing practitiolnf.-rs and scholars with a replicable,
scalable, and adaptable framework for effectively managing sustainable business
transformaiions in increasingly complex, dynamic, and cross-border operational
environments.

When evaluated across the essential dimensions of academic excellence

including scientific depth, methodological rigor, practical relevance, structural clatity,



conceptual innovation, and original contribution to knowledge—the dissertation
comprehensively satisfies and surpasses the established requirements for the conferral
of the degree of Doctor of Philosophy in the field of know]edge 07 - Management and
Administration, specialty 073 — Management The work stands as a testament to the
candidate's scholarly capability and potential for future contributions to the discipline.

In conclusion, the dissertation "Management of China's Post-Pandemic
Sustainable Business Model" meets the requirements for awarding the degree of Doctor
of Philosophy in the field of knowledge 07 - Managément and Administration, and its
author Ye Jianfu deserves to be awarded the degree of Doctor of Philosophy in the

specialty 073 - Management.
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